Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have … or – or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others.
I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #139 vs.1-4,12
The reason that you SHOULD be here this morning to express one main thing: OUR Help is in ... 
 

Receive God’s Greeting…May Grace and Peace be yours in abundance from God/Father & CJ our Lord. Amen
 
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #145 “I will exalt my God and King!” vs.1-3, & 7
Confession: Please turn in your Bibles to our reading of God’s law in Exodus 20

Read the Law – Remember the 3 uses of the Law (1) The Law Teaches you your need for a Savior (for you & I will never be perfect or acceptable by trying to obey the law – because we can’t do it!). 
(2) The Law restrains evil by informing our consciences, which leads all men to feel guilty for what they do wrong (although over time they restrict this influence by ignore God’s law and destroy their conscience). (3) The Law instructs you who are Christians  how to show your gratitude to your Lord for His salvation in the way you love God and others in His name! 
Apart from Jesus we would all stand condemned – But God sent Jesus to live the life that you couldn’t live, and to die the death that we all deserve to die, so that by trusting in Him, we might be saved! 




So, let us renew that love/forgiveness in Christ as we turn to God in a prayer of confession!
Let’s pray:  Prayer of confession
Assurance: Sing:  #32
 “How blest is he whose trespass” 
Let’s come again before the Lord in Prayer and lift up the needs of our congregation and community, Let’s Pray:
Therefore: Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #469
“take time to be holy”
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:12-30

Sermon Title:
“Living for Christ”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #475
“When we walk with the Lord…” or “Trust and Obey”
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
Psalm #523 

Morning Sermon: “Living for Christ –Pt.2”



Philippians #8
Text:  Philippians 1:12-30  

 
Introduction:
Children, How many of you have VISITED another country? How many of you were BORN in another country? Some of you were probably born in South Korea, Perhaps China, Some of you might have been born in Holland or South Africa or America! Some of you have visited these countries even though you were born here in New Zealand… When people move to New Zealand, There is always a struggle between the old culture where you came from, and the new one where you live now. There is always a struggle: Do we speak English or Dutch? English or Afrikaans? English or Korean, Chinese? Kiwi English or American? Don’t laugh at that… You people don’t say your R’s correctly – it isn’t a ca… It is a Car! 

Now, the more your culture from back home means to you… the more likely you will do what you can to sustain it, and keep it! And some cultures fight rather hard to do just that – they maintain the language, the maintain the church culture, and the food culture and the house culture of where they came from… In other words, wherever they go, they take a bit of home with them…

And that isn’t necessarily a good thing or a bad thing from a cultural point of view – although, you do need to be able to function in your new country. BUT IT IS AN AWESOME THING WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR FAITH! 

You see, as Christians – Your home country isn’t on this current planet cursed by sin! This is NOT your eternal Home! Your homeland is actually the New Heavens and the New Earth with God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, and your fellow citizens are all those who have been or will be redeemed from all time! 


AND as we will see in our text this morning, you need to bring something of the Culture of Jesus Christ into everything you do while living in this foreign land!
(Review) Last week, we began this sermon, by looking at vs.19-26 and Paul’s Optimistic Perspective. We saw that Paul’s Christ-centered perspective led to his Christian Optimism and Obedience… Paul’s life was centered around Christ – He prayed and Trusted God to hear him in the name of Christ! Paul trusted the provision and strength of the Spirit of Christ! And Paul’s central focus was the Glory of Christ in and thru his life! And when Christ was his all, Paul was able to suffer the loss of all things and still rejoice – for what was most valuable to him in the whole world (Jesus Christ) could never be taken away!  

This morning, we continue looking at this text, and since we are continuing the same overarching sermon/text as last time, we will keep the same theme:  




  




A Christ-entered perspective leads to Christian Optimism and Obedience!
We have looked at Paul’s Optimistic Perspective, and this morning we will focus on OUR Obedient Response


And we will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. Paul’s Goal of Progress  
II. Our Progress in Obedience 
Although we’ll spend most of our time in 2nd pt.
Let’s begin with:

I. Paul’s Goal of Progress      
(REPEAT)
AS we saw last time, Paul was quite willing to either remain in the flesh to serve Christ, or to die – which was by far, much better! And yet, if he were to remain… He knew that it would be to play his part in the ongoing teaching and sanctification of fellow Christians in Philippi and elsewhere!

Look at vs.23-26 READ

 Paul was willing to remain in this sin-cursed world, instead of graduating to the presence of His Lord and Savior – because he knew that it was more helpful to the Philippian believers! AND… IN WHAT WAY WAS PAUL Helpful/necessary for the believers in Philippi? 
  Well, quite simply – we see the answer in vs.25… Paul’s pastoral work, his teaching, his rebuke, his encouragements resulted in these believers experiencing greater progress and joy in their faith. This is pretty cool… Paul knew that his labours resulted in the advancement, the growth, the progression/development of the Philippians’ faith… and their PROGRESS in the Faith was connected with Joy!
We have been looking at these ideas for weeks/months even… haven’t we? From the beginning of our series in Philippians we have seen that Christ is the Church’s source for Grace, Peace, Gratitude and JOY! We looked at joy in Prayer. Confidence and joy in God’s ongoing work in us. And more recently we have been looking at Joy even in suffering… So, here Paul explains that he was working for their progress in the faith & joy in the faith.
So, PLEASE UNDERSTAND THIS: 
This is something important which Paul was working for… He knew that God’s people MUST be making progress in their faith. HE knew that they needed Joy in the faith. And he expresses this Goal that this is what he was working for! Therefore, Everything which follows in vs.27-30 (and even the main points of the letter overall) are a part of Paul’s working for the progress and joy in the faith for his fellow Christians!

Are you making progress in your Faith?! How would you know? Are you even trying to make progress in the faith? What does that even look like?
Well, that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. Our Progress in Obedience        (REPEAT)
a. The Application of this whole passage – the practical element comes right here in vs.27-30 

Paul’s confidence, optimism and work has a result: The Worthy manner of life of God’s people! Let’s READ: 27-28
Paul uses a word here which has the connotation of citizenship. So, when he says, let your manner of life be worthy… HE is literally commanding the Philippians to be worthy citizens of the Gospel of Christ. This is kingdom language. There are big themes in this letter (and other writings of Paul) which compare and contrast Christians as the slaves/servants of Christ, the Sons of God, and the citizens of God’s Kingdom. Each analogy explains a different element of truth about your responsibilities and blessings as Christians.
The idea of citizenship and cultural identity was really important to the people of Philippi. Hopefully you remember that Philippi was a colony of the Roman Empire in Greece. They were very proud of their Roman citizenship. A Roman colony in Greece, spoke Latin, they used the Roman form of government, they wore the same Roman clothes, they emphasized EVERYTHING Roman and KEPT THEIR CULTURE IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY !  It was a BIG deal to be worthy Romans – just as some of your cultural traditions are a big deal for some of you! Paul picks up on that idea and highlights that Christians ought to work that much harder to be worthy citizens for Christ.  As I mentioned in the introduction – you and I need to take a little bit of our homeland – a little bit of Heaven and Christ – EVERYWHERE YOU GO!! AT Work… At Play… At Rest, on holiday – Are you worthy citizens of Heaven?
The major way to be worthy of the Gospel (as given here) was to be steady/consistent in Unity! Paul begins the list of specific attributes with the words “standing firm” = which refers to a strength of consistency/character – being steady/faithful instead of erratic or undependable! This word (for standing firm) is the main verb in these verses, and it is further explained in what follows. You are to be worthy, by standing firm in one spirit. 

But before I explain that – I need to run down a rabbit trail very quickly… Children, if you have ever gone on a hike/tramp in the woods – sometimes there appears to be a little path running off to the side of the real path. WE call those rabbit trails – and they are normally not true paths, but merely paths made by random people or animals! So, I have to leave the main path of the text for a second, because Paul throws something interesting into the middle of his argument. In vs.27, HE says this READ
WHAT did He do there?
He has given a command to be worthy citizens of Christ, and right as he begins to explain what that means – He essentially says, “OBEY THIS Command, so that whether I come or not – I will hear that you are obeying!” 
Now, WHY ARE YOU TO OBEY the commands of God’s word?! Because you love God and trust in Christ and you want to please and serve God as an act of worship in all you do. But how many of you actually consciously remember that in daily life? Practically None of us! But what will you often remember? Whether or not someone will ask you about your faith or that problem when you speak with them! There is this strange phenomenon which we will talk about another time… where accountability with a fellow Christian teaches you to be more aware and active in consciously obeying God. IF you know that someone will ask you about your devotional bible reading, then you suddenly find more time to spend in the Word (have you ever noticed how much better your devotions get when you know you have an elders’ visit next week?!). If you have an brother/sister who holds you accountable – regularly asking you and being asked by you about matters of faith, struggles with sin – you naturally will remember them in the moment, and it will eventually encourage you in the faith to remember God! Paul does a little act of accountability right here – He says – Whether I come or not – I want to hear from you that you are obeying God!
And THEN, Paul explains HOW you are to be Worthy Citizens Obeying the Culture of Christ … and he does so by introducing us to the topic of Unity! If you are a Christian, then you are commanded by God to be steady/faithful in unity with your fellow Christians – and in 2 ways in particular: in a positive way and a negative way:
Positively: You are to stand firm in one spirit, WITH ONE MIND Striving TOGETHER for the Faith of the Gospel! – this phrase refers to your witnessing, your outreach, your offensive work in witnessing for Christ! And you are to do this work in UNITY, With ONE Mind, Not divided BUT TOGETHER – striving for the Faith of the Gospel!
         So… Are you doing this? Are you at work for the sake of the Gospel in this place? Are you united or divided from your brothers and sisters in the faith? PERHAPS A BETTER QUESTION: Are you striving With or Against one another? 
You need to understand that a Key foundation to your progress and joy in the faith, a key foundation to the successful outreach of the Gospel Ministry – IS UNITY! Doing this work together! Don’t ever say, “The church doesn’t need me to do anything…” God has a role for every part of the body of Christ! Are you playing your part?
Well, Paul doesn’t only speak Positively of our Unity in Gospel Work… He also speaks Negatively: You are to be standing firm in your fearlessness in the face of opposition (or even persecution). READ Vs.28 



Listen to this, You are not only to be reaching out in unity striving for the Gospel … But when Satan attacks, or the community rejects Christ, or even persecution comes – you are also to stand firm, without fear/alarm!

THIS IS SO Counter-intuitive! When attacked, it is all too natural to respond in fear. But the Perspective we have been talking about – the focus of living for Christ TRANSFORMS your normal response! Instead of being afraid or anxious, you can learn to respond with courage, faith and confidence – perhaps even joy!

AGAIN, you ask… How? Why?

Well… Paul explains that the conflict we face towards the Gospel is a wonderful encouragement. For when people reject or hate you for Christ’s sake – that is a sign of their destruction, and of Your salvation. For if they hated your Lord and crucified Him on the cross, you can expect the same push back and rejection! That is why the Call to be a Disciple of Christ is: Take up your CROSS and Follow Christ! And here is the cool part: when you face that rejection, you need to realize that it is often a sign of God’s approval. If the world loves you, then you are probably doing something wrong. But if the world hates you – you might be doing something right as a follower of Christ.

Look at vs.29-30 – READ – this suffering is a gift and an honor from Christ.
Some of you might want to say that “this is not the kind of gift I want!” But if so, then you have missed the point. It isn’t the kind of gift you get at a birthday party – Here is some suffering ( - You open the box and it blows up in your face. No one wants that at all! 



But if there was a war, and there was a daring mission to save a leader whom you all loved and respected – and only 5 could go – Most of us, if not all of us, would be proud and honored to be chosen as one of the 5 – even it if meant the sacrifice of our lives!
And that is just with a physical war – and THIS war is both spiritual and of eternal consequence!
You see… YOU ARE involved in a conflict – a war! WE see that in vs.30. The Philippian church started in Acts 16 with Paul being beaten and imprisoned without trial. This church had seen the conflict of the Gospel, and they heard that Paul was still engaged in that battle in Chains in Rome. And so, the Philippians needed to adopt Paul’s perspective, and be founded on Christ – so that they could fight the good fight of faith! And so do You!

 It is your right/blessing to believe in Christ. Remember what that means! The first gift from God isn’t suffering… It is that gift of faith whereby you first believe that Jesus is the Son of God. That He came to live/life, die/death, and He rose again to secure your eternal salvation! He gave everything for you His enemy… to make you a child of God and it is an honor to suffer for His name. Therefore, take up your cross, dying to self, and follow Christ!

I really appreciate that Paul doesn’t sugar coat this – It is a conflict! 
You are not alone! (others too!)
But what I love, is that Paul has already given us everything we need to be joyful/optimistic even in conflict, hasn’t he? 
Conclusion:
What have we learned from these verses… going back to vs.19?

God answers prayer and helps you by the Holy Spirit! 


You can be confident that God’s Way is and will be perfect!




You ought to confidently follow and obey Christ – living as worthy citizens of the Kingdom without fear – for ultimately your enemies will be destroyed and you will be saved!


Therefore, no matter how hot the battle gets – God will be faithful, 

and that means, that you can look at life with this same overflowing joy, which Paul had!   

Look for the blessings that God has and is giving you, and in them, you will find the Joy and Optimism of Christ! 

AND flowing from that, you can Work for the progress of your faith with joy! 
AMEN 
